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RE VIE IVS. 


among idiots, together with remarks on microcephaly. A case 
of hystero-epilepsy in a thirteen-year-old boy is reported. A 
case of locomotor ataxia, with interesting complications, is here 
detailed at length. Cases of hemiplegia, idiopathic epilepsy, and 
epileptic dementia, and the description of an epidemic of measles, 
are then given. The book is well issued, but its value is not 
easily settled. 

Lectures on Diseases of the Nervous System. Delivered 
at Guy’s Hospital by Samuel Wilks, M.D. Second edition. 
Philadelphia : P. Blakiston, Son, & Co., 1883. Pp. 602, $6.00. 

The basis of Dr. Wilks’ work on the diseases of the nervous sys¬ 
tem, was a series of lectures delivered in 1868 as part of a course 
on general medicine. These lectures were much amplified, and in 
the present edition have been changed so as to adapt them as much 
as possible to the requirements of modern pathology. Dr. Wilks, 
in his two prefaces, makes explanations which to a great extent 
disarm criticism. His book is not put forth as a systematic treatise 
on nervous diseases, but rather as a clinical work for the practical 
instruction of the physician. It is, as he confesses, faulty in ar¬ 
rangement, and it is now somewhat old-fashioned in its nomen¬ 
clature, and occasionally incorrect in its pathology—as where he 
states that in lead paralysis no lesion of the spinal cord has yet 
been found. 

Dr. Wilks makes a plea for a clinical rather than patho-ana- 
tomical nomenclature of nervous diseases ; and his plea was a 
strong one fifteen years ago. But this is not tbe case now. 

To those who already have some acquaintance with the path¬ 
ology of the nervous system, Dr. Wilks’ work will be found both 
interesting and useful. The author gives the results of a wide ob¬ 
servation and careful study of nervous diseases. He has the ad¬ 
vantage also of writing from the standpoint of a general prac¬ 
titioner, and in these days when it is the fashion to sneer at the 
narrowness of specialists, we must suppose this to lend particular 
value to the work. It follows, however, that while we can heartily 
recommend Dr. Wilks’ book to the specialist and even to the 
general practitioner, it is certainly not a safe guide for the medical 
student, or the best book for any one to begin with in studying 
the class of diseases of which it treats. 

It is hardly worth while to call attention to the peculiarities and 
defects upon which we base this opinion. A very superficial read¬ 
ing will reveal the efforts which have been made to twist old 
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lectures so that they will answer in nomenclature and pathology 
to the views of the present day. C. L. D. 

La Evoluzione Psichologia ai Nostri Tempi. By 

Ernesto Bonvecchiato, Superintendent of the St. Clement 
Hospital in Venice, Italy. Reprint from Ateneo Veneto , Jan.-Feb., 
1884. 

The present reprint contains an interesting and philosophical 
discussion of the changes in the views on psychological points as 
viewed from the evolution standpoint. The author does not un¬ 
duly deprecate the introspective method. 



